
  THE EUROPEAN WAY 

Template for a CLIL lesson 

Subject : History of Art

Topic: Impressionism

Addressee: 5th class of Secondary School (age 18-19)

Timing: 3  60-minutes-lessons

Type of activities: working in pair,  reading and comprehension, watching a video and comprehension, production

Key Vocabulary/ Useful language : brushstroke, tin-tube, palette, canvas, easel, landscape, portrait, outdoors, 
fugitive light, moving light, fleeting, daily life, dash, perception

Teacher’s Notes

Warming Up 

- Students have to work in pairs and answer the following questions:

1) What do you think “Impressionism” means.

2) Where did it start?

3) Can you name any Impressionist artists?

Presentation

- Students watch a documentary (1) about general features of Impressionism and the most important artists 
of the movement and then do a listening task, answering some questions (2).

-Learners read a text (3) and notice the key vocabulary wich the the teacher has recorded on the board. In 
pairs, learners answer some questions (4)

Practice/ Follow- up

- Learners look at two pictures, “Olympia” by Manet and “Venus of Urbino” by Tiziano. The subject is similar 
but there are differences in its rendering. In pairs, compare and contrast the two paintings focussing on:

- position and facial expressions of the two women

- placing and features of other figures

- use of colours and light

Production 

Prepare a brief presentation about Impressionism mentioning:

- main features of the movement

- main artists (specify who did not paint  outdoors and who did not truly work in an Impressionist style)



Lesson Material 

(1) https://youtu.be/kuOonogw-TM

(2) Questions:

a) When was Impressionism born? And where?

b) In wich way did the work of Impressionist painter differ from the work of previous artists?

c) What does Impressionism mean?

d) Who are the most important Impressionist artists?

…......

(3) Text from:  M.Stokstad and M.W.Cothren,Windows on Art, Mondadori-Pearson

https://youtu.be/kuOonogw-TM


(4) Questions:

a) What prompted their protest in 1863?

b) On wich works of art did Manet base “The luncheon on the grass”?

c) What was unusual about his rendering of figures in this painting?

d) Why were viewers shocked by the painting?


